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Read Write Inc Phonics Terminology
	Term
	Meaning
	Example

	Pure Sounds
	The pronunciation of each letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding additional sounds to the end.
	the /f/ sound is pronounced as 'f' and not 'fuh

	Speed sounds
	Say the sound that is represented by each letter or groups of letters. These are called 'speed sounds'.
	a, sh, ee, aw, tious

	Single Letter Sounds
	Single phonemes (sounds) represented by only one grapheme (written letter).

	M, a, s, t, I, n, p etc.

	Special Friends (2/3 letters, one sound)
	Single phonemes (sounds) represented by 2 or 3 graphemes.
	e.g. ‘sh, th, nk’  ‘oo, ee, ay’   ‘igh, air’

	Speeds sounds Chart (Complex, simple)
	The Simple Speed sounds chart displays the 26 letters of the alphabet, then Set 1 and 2 ‘Special Friends’ made up of 2 letters, including vowel digraphs such as ‘oo’ ‘oy’ ‘ay.


The complex Speed sounds chart displays alternative ways to spell the same sound. For instance, ‘ay’ as in play and ‘ai’ as in rain, which are shown within the same sound box.
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	Fred Talk
	The process of ‘sounding out’ words to read them, one sound at a time.

	Fred is only able to speak in sounds, not whole words. We call this Fred Talk. For example, Fred would say 'm-a –t' we would say 'mat'. Fred talk helps children read unfamiliar words by pronouncing each sound in the word one at a time.

	Spot the Special Friend, Fred Talk, Read The Word
	Sound blending is the ability to build words from individual sounds by blending the sounds together in sequence. Children are encouraged first to look for any special friends in the word, before then fred talking and blending to read the whole word.
	E.g. ‘M-u-m’ becomes ‘Mum’, ‘c-oi-n’ becomes ‘coin’. “sh ….. sh-i-p ….. ship”

	Fred in Your Head
	The teacher holds up the words to give the children time to mime the sounds, and then pushes the word forward as a signal to say the word together, until they can say the word straight away.
	

	Speedy Reading
	Children read the words aloud at speed, without pause to fred talk or mime.
	

	Letter names
	Alphabet names used for spelling (writing) from Yellow books and beyond
	Letter names said as ‘ay, bee, see, dee’ etc rather than their phonetic sound

	Fred Fingers
	The process of pinching letter sounds on to their fingers to aid the writing of words
	If a word has 3 sounds children hold up 3 fingers, 4 sounds 4 fingers etc. Children then pinch each finger as they say the sounds needed in the word then they write the letters that represent each sound. This can also be done with syllables as well as sounds.

	Red Words
	High frequency words which have tricky spellings.
	Me, my, your, some

	Nonsense /Alien Words
	Pretend words that have no meaning. By reading nonsense words children develop their ability to decode individual sounds and then blend them together to read.
	Vum, strom, bleshing
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Complex Speed Sounds
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