We have grown Painted Ladies; they are very similar to the Monarch Butterfly.

The females will lay their small, green eggs on a range of nettles and mallows, but thistles are the general favourite. When the caterpillars hatch, they begin to eat the underside of the leaf. Our caterpillars came in a cup with some special food for them to eat. As they grow, they shed their skin to grow larger. They also shed their skin to make a chrysalis.

Caterpillars pupate and remain suspended in a large tent of leaves until the adults emerge in August and September, our caterpillars made their way to the lid of the cup where they fought over the best position. One of the caterpillars made its chrysalis on the webbing, next to another chrysalis. Next thing we knew they were both on the bottom of the cup! One of them has since gone on to hatch, normally if a chrysalis falls the butterfly may not form properly or be able to fly. Our chrysalis that ended up on the floor (as it fell off the net as well!) is actually our most active butterfly.

When in chrysalides (we've learnt some posh words!) it normally takes two weeks for the butterflies to hatch, depending on the how warm it is they can hatch faster. Ours were only in their chrysalides for 10 days.

Painted Ladies do not hibernate in Britain; instead they migrate to and from northern Africa and can live anywhere from 2 weeks to 2 years. They can arrive in early spring, but normally around late May and June. They are fairly common across Britain, numerous in some years.

In the garden the butterflies will drink nectar from the flowers, with ours being in the house we have to make them some nectar from sugar and water. They also love watermelon and oranges!

Our caterpillar kit is the special edition, Eric Carle The Hungry Caterpillar edition. We have fully researched about butterflies and their life cycles on our tablet.

We hope you enjoy learning about these beautiful butterflies as much as we have.

We did manage to hatch all 5 butterflies! One of the butterflies that fell on the floor (twice🙈) was rather hyperactive and was the only butterfly to fly out of the enclosure on its own, the rest were rather lazy!
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The butterfly that hatched in the cup was named 'Rumple Crumple' and he managed to live for 2 weeks. He got his own personal inside garden and I took him 'flying' around downstairs, he lived a very pampered life.

